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if at all, in a very inexact sense. Certainly there exists an
exchange of influence between the individuals of a mass, and
a more or less far reaching accordance, as a result of reason
or effect, of single consciousnesses, but there exists in a mass
of people no consciousness comparable with individual con-
sciousnesses. This is why the individual is the sole source of
ethical acts. The individual does not represent the goal or the
only motive of a moral decision; such a view would be wrong
individualism. It is the source of the moral acts, just as the
' ego' is the point of origin of all acts forthcoming from the
consciousness. As Benes believes in the moral decision, as he
sees in it the primary condition for the progress of mankind,
he can be described as an Ethical Individualist. His outlook
is based on the conception of the sacredness of man as an
ethical individual.

Benes says in his book, War and Culture, 1922 :

" A cultured man is only he who has reached a certain
moral level, from the height of which he is able to respect
human life, and every single individual, and to regard human
individuality as sacred and intangible. . . ."

So highly appreciated by Benes is the part played by the
individual in human history that he rejects a materialist con-
ception of History. In his view, the course of History depends
on the collaboration of Providence with the action of the
human individual.

Benes's creed with regard to History is in complete harmony
with that view. Let us quote that creed in full (from The
World War and Our Revolution, page 528):

" I do not teach any kind 'of a blind social fatalism of un-
B chained social forces. I have always rejected the Marxist
theory of Historical Materialism. I believe in a certain logic
in the course of History, the line of which is drawn by the
human will, sentiment and endeavour. This is why I ascribe
to the leading individuals the high rank qf a guiding factor
by which the course of social development is greatly influenced.